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DCPS administrators and instructional

leaders gathered for the annual Summer

Leadership Retreat hosted by Daviess

County High School on July 23-24.

The program included development of a

shared understanding of collaborative 

leadership, focusing on “meet, model and

motivate,” and connecting our district’s

instructional focus to the six influences

outlined in the book “Collaborative 

Leadership” by Peter M. DeWitt.

Each of those six influences will be 

spotlighted in upcoming issues of the

Grapevine with highlights that were 

presented by district administrators at the

summer retreat. Our goal is to provide an

opportunity for all DCPS staff members to

be aware of the work we are doing as it

aligns with our DCPS focus statement for

2019-2020: “Students cognitively engaged

in standards-based work.” 
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DCPS Superintendent Matt Robbins sets an example of collaborative

leadership with respect for the contributions of every staff member as 

we all work together to put “Kids First” in everything we do! 
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What does that mean?

It means we want kids to gain knowledge through active

learning, experience and critical thinking, as we introduce

them to important skills and information. 

It  means we want kids to be able to evaluate information

in a thoughtful, purposeful way that empowers them to 

discover answers that lead to meaningful learning, growth

and understanding.

So what are “The Six Influences that Matter Most”? 

These are the things that have been shown to have the

greatest influence on student learning:

n Instructional Leadership

n Collective Teacher Efficacy

n Assessment-Capable Leaders

n Professional Development

n Feedback

n Family Engagement

DCPS Superintendent Matt Robbins introduced the six 

influences to our district leadership team this summer,

sharing an inspirational message that focused on how

these areas support our mission of putting “Kids First” in

everything we do.

It begins with relationships. Matt shared a quote from

Simon Sinek to begin his presentation: “The leaders who

get the most out of their people are the leaders who care

most about their people.” 

Matt reminded our team of what it looks like to build an

environment of collaborative leadership, using the graphic

illustration shown below: 

“Collaborative leadership includes the purposeful actions

we take as leaders to enhance the instruction of teachers,

build deep relationships with all stakeholders, and deepen

our learning together,” Matt said. 

And everyone has a role. We are ALL leaders; 

we are ALL teachers. “In the best schools, everyone in

every position is a teacher. There are dozens of job titles,

but they all share the same role: Change a kid’s life.” 

– Hal Bowman

Watch the Grapevine as this series is presented in 

upcoming issues.  

Collaborative Leadership

Thank You, DCPS Maintenance, Custodial

and Computer Operations Teams!

Labor Day week is a great time to say “Thank

you” to our DCPS Maintenance, Custodial and

Computer Operations employees! These 

hardworking colleagues truly support our 

“Kids First” mission. We couldn’t get along

without them! Click HERE or the image above

to view our tribute video! 

2019-2020 DCPS Staff Recognition Schedule
Instructional Assistants (Sept. 16, 2019)

Food Services (Oct. 14-18, 2019)

Administrators / Leadership Day / Bosses (Oct. 16, 2019)

Transportation (Oct. 21-25, 2019)

Psychologists / Therapists (Nov. 11-15, 2019)

Guidance Counselors (Feb. 3-7, 2020)

Family Resource (March 2-6, 2020)

College Career Readiness (March 16-20, 2020)

Media Specialists (April 4, 2020)

Volunteers (April 20-24, 2020)

Office Staff / Secretaries (April 20-24, 2019)

Teacher Appreciation Week (May 4-8, 2020)

School Health/Nurses/Health Assistants (May 6, 2020)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dyui9dp85s4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dyui9dp85s4&feature=youtu.be


Are YOU Smarter

Than a Fifth-Grade

Teacher?
The Battle of the Backpacks is almost here! Are you ready

to rumble? The Foundation for Daviess County Public

Schools will host a nostalgic visit to school days gone by

starting at 6 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 7, at O.Z. Tyler 

Distillery.

The evening will also feature a “gourmet school lunch,”

school pictures and lots of other fun activities – all for a

great cause, supporting the work of the Foundation for

DCPS as they support our students.

Visit www.FoundationForDCPS.org to purchase tickets

and pay team entry fees or contact Vicki Quisenberry at

VickiQ@FoundationForDCPS.org or 270-231-5583 for

more information.

A He(art) for

Encouragement
Earlier this year, DCPS video communications specialist

Dylan Hammons accompanied Supt. Matt Robbins on a

visit to Valley School. They admired the many decorated

ceiling tiles that are on display throughout the building.

Valley’s high school teacher, Faith Young, coordinates

this project, which encourages students to create art that

illustrates the principles of “The Leader in Me.” 

Dylan fell in love with the artwork. “It was like strolling

through a museum,” he said. “So much passion; so much

beauty.” He mentioned that he would love to have an 

example to display in his office. A student in Suzanne

Straney’s primary classroom rose to the challenge! He

made proactive behavior decisions in the classroom and

persevered toward completing his academic assignments

to earn this honor. This student was very proud of his

achievement ... and Dylan is very proud of his gift! “I’m

so proud to be the holder of this piece of art,” Dylan said.

“We are all artists; some struggling, some free. We all

have a beautiful story to tell! Just listen.” As an added

bonus, Dylan also received a big hug from the student

artist, who was so excited and appreciative of Dylan’s 

encouragement and interest. 

Valley School head teacher Lesa Hibbs said this is the

first time one of the students’ works of art has been placed

outside the building. The ceiling tile art project been a

positive experience for kids, Lesa said. “Students feel

they are leaving their mark and leaving a positive memory

at Valley School.” 

Connect with DCPS

Facebook

@daviess

county

public

schools

YouTube

dcpstv

Instagram

@dcps

kidsfirst

Twitter

@dcps

kidsfirst

Follow the Daviess County Public Schools 

district and your school on social media to stay connected

with great things our students and staff are doing!

Don’t forget to check our district website at

www.dcps.org

to view press releases and the latest news ... and an

archive of Grapevine newsletters under the “Staff’ header.



Healthy Lifestyle

Tip of the Week

You know you’ve uttered the words: “But I don’t have

time to work out” to yourself dozens, if not hundreds, of

times. We get it. But you don’t need a lot of time to fit in

some exercise. You only need time to move a bit.

For the next few weeks, we’re going to show you how to

find a few minutes to move your body enough to make a

difference. There are a few times throughout the day when

you can squeeze in a walk without disrupting your 

schedule. Think of it as “walking around the clock.”

Here are a few ideas for getting a morning walk in:

n Park at “the far end” of the parking lot when you get to
work.

n Set your alarm 20 or 30 minutes earlier so you can
walk before getting ready for work. Nobody else is out

that early so don’t worry if you’re in your lounge pants! 

Raining? You can still get moving in the morning without

going outside:

Jumping Jacks – Stand with feet together, arms by your

side. Jump your feet apart while raising your hands above

your head, so they touch. Try and do 25.

High knees – Basically, running in place. Lift your knees

up level to your hips and start pumping your arms. One

right and left knee equals one rep. Try to work up to 50.

There you have it. Now you’re armed with information

(and hopefully motivation) to get moving in the morning. 

We are looking for individuals and groups who are willing

to “Rise Up” and “Be the One” to fulfill these wish lists

from our DCPS Family Resource and Youth Services

Centers on behalf of our kids!

Apollo and Daviess County High Schools – We need new

or great condition full-length leggings (all sizes) and new

boys’ and girls’ underwear (all sizes).  Please contact

Megan Nicodemus at DCHS or Heather McCarty at AHS.

Burns Middle School – We need new or great condition

full-length leggings (all sizes; preferably black). Please

contact Victoria Self at BMS.

West Louisville Elementary School – We are looking for

help with our weekend food backpack program. A gift of

$1,500 would provide weekend meals for 35 children for

the entire school year! Please contact Monica Taylor at

WLES or Lucas Vilorio at SES.

West Louisville Elementary School – We need full-length

leggings (all sizes) and new underwear for boys and girls

(all sizes). Please contact Monica Taylor at WLES.

FRYSC Wish List

Send news

about special

events and

fundraisers

sponsored by

your school,

club or 

organization to

grapevine@dcps.org   

Deadline is Friday for news published the following week. 

Putting the ‘Fun’ in

Fundraisers



District Calendar Update
This monthly feature provides information and 

updates about meetings and events taking place

across our district. 

September 2019
Sept. 6 – Elementary Principals Meeting

Sept. 6 – Personnel Department Meeting

Sept. 9 – Instructional Coaches Meeting

Sept. 10 – New Elementary Teachers / Framework

Sept. 12 – Office of Teaching and Learning

Department Meeting

Sept. 13 – PBIS Discussion 

Sept. 17 – New Secondary Teachers / Framework

Sept. 18 – Refugee Student Needs Training

Sept. 18 – Assistant Principals Meeting

Sept. 18 – PBIS Coaches Meeting

Sept. 19 – Administrators Meeting

Sept. 19 – FRYSC Coordinators Meeting

Sept. 20 – Attendance Meeting

Sept. 23 – Instructional Coaches Meeting

Sept. 24-25 – Future Leaders Academy Cohort 6

Sept. 26 – Guidance Counselors Meeting

Sept. 27 – District Professional Development Day

Thank You,

Community Partners!

2nd and Charles, which buys and sells new and used

books, video games, DVDs and CDs, contacted DCPS

last year to ask teachers what books they would most like

to have donated for classroom use. We received an 

overwhelming response! Although the store was not able

to specifically fulfill requests on this “wish list,” they

have donated four boxes of books, which will be 

distributed to the teachers who responded on a first-come,

first-served basis. Pictured here are local store manager

Stephen Keel as he delivers books to Lora Wimsatt at

Central Office.

Digital Backpack
Is your school, club or team

sponsoring an event that is open

to the public and/or students

from other schools? Is your 

family looking for information

about community events and fun

activities?

Check out the DCPS Digital

Backpack!

This page on our district website

includes links to special events and activities hosted by

DCPS schools and local non-profit organizations. 

Events currently posted include basketball development

camps at Apollo and Daviess County high schools; the

September calendar of events at the Daviess County 

Public Library; a Kids’ Fun Run sponsored by Owensboro

Health; and the upcoming Tri-State Pickle Festival.

Click HERE or go to www.dcps.org ... Look under 

“Parents” or “Community” to review contents of the 

Digital Backpack. Items are updated regularly so check

back often!

Want to submit an item to be posted? Send information to

contact@dcps.org 

Buy and Sell with

DC-bay!
DC-bay! is a monthly feature of the

Grapevine that features items for sale by

DCPS staff members. The deadline for

the next DC-bay! feature is Friday, 

Sept. 13. Send a brief description of item(s) for sale, 

including price, your name, the school/site where you

work, and your home/personal phone number. Photos are

also welcome and will be used as space and layout permit. 

Send your information to grapevine@dcps.org

https://www.daviesskyschools.org/Content2/backpack

